Table 4.4 Oil and Gas Exploratory and Development Wells, 1949-1999

Wells Drilled Footage Drilled Average Depth
(thousands) Successful (million feet) (feet per well)
Wells

Year Qil ‘ Gas ‘ Dry Holes ‘ Total (percent) Qil ‘ Gas ‘ Dry Holes ‘ Total Qil Gas Dry Holes Total
1949 21.35 3.36 12.60 37.31 66.2 79.4 124 43.8 135.6 3,720 3,698 3,473 3,635
1950 23.81 3.44 14.80 42.05 64.8 92.7 13.7 51.0 157.4 3,893 3,979 3,445 3,742
1951 23.18 3.44 17.03 43.64 61.0 95.1 13.9 63.1 172.1 4,103 4,056 3,706 3,944
1952 23.29 3.51 17.76 44.56 60.1 98.1 15.3 70.7 184.1 4,214 4,342 3,983 4,132
1953 25.32 3.97 18.45 47.74 61.4 102.1 18.2 73.9 194.2 4,033 4,599 4,004 4,069
1954 28.14 4.04 18.93 51.11 63.0 113.4 18.9 75.8 208.0 4,028 4,670 4,004 4,070
1955 30.43 4.27 20.45 55.15 62.9 1211 19.9 85.1 226.2 3,981 4,672 4,161 4,101
1956 30.53 4,53 22.11 57.17 61.3 120.4 22.7 90.2 233.3 3,942 5,018 4,079 4,080
1957 27.36 4.48 20.16 52.00 61.2 110.0 23.8 83.2 217.0 4,021 5,326 4,126 4,174
1958 23.77 5.01 18.16 46.94 61.3 93.1 25.6 74.6 193.3 3,916 5,106 4,110 4,118
1959 24.04 4.93 18.59 47.56 60.9 94.6 26.6 79.5 200.7 3,935 5,396 4,275 4,220
1960 22.26 5.15 18.21 45.62 60.1 86.6 28.2 77.4 192.2 3,889 5,486 4,248 4,213
1961 21.44 5.49 17.33 44.25 60.8 85.6 29.3 74.7 189.6 3,994 5,339 4,311 4,285
1962 21.73 5.35 17.08 44.16 61.3 88.4 28.9 77.3 194.6 4,070 5,408 4,524 4,408
1963 20.14 4.57 16.76 41.47 59.6 81.8 245 76.3 182.6 4,063 5,368 4,552 4,405
1964 19.91 4.69 17.69 42.29 58.2 80.5 25.6 81.4 187.4 4,042 5,453 4,598 4,431
1965 18.07 4.48 16.23 38.77 58.2 73.3 24.9 76.6 174.9 4,059 5,562 4,723 4,510
1966 16.78 4.38 15.23 36.38 58.1 67.3 25.9 69.6 162.9 4,013 5,928 4,573 4,478
1967 15.33 3.66 13.25 32.23 58.9 58.6 21.6 61.1 141.4 3,825 5,898 4,616 4,385
1968 14.33 3.46 12.81 30.60 58.1 59.5 20.7 64.7 145.0 4,153 5,994 5,053 4,738
1969 14.37 4.08 13.74 32.19 57.3 61.6 24.2 71.4 157.1 4,286 5,918 5,195 4,881
1970 12.97 R4.01 11.03 R28.01 60.6 56.9 23.6 58.1 138.6 4,385 5,860 5,265 4,943
1971 R11.85 R3.97 10.31 R26.13 60.6 49.1 235 54.7 127.3 4,126 5,890 5,305 4,858
1972 11.38 5.44 10.89 27.71 60.7 49.3 30.0 58.6 137.8 4,330 5,516 5,377 4,974
1973 10.17 6.93 10.32 27.42 62.4 44.4 38.0 55.8 138.2 4,367 5,487 5,406 5,041
1974 13.65 7.14 12.12 32.90 63.2 52.0 38.4 62.9 153.4 3,810 5,385 5,195 4,662
1975 16.95 8.13 13.65 38.72 64.8 66.8 44.4 69.3 180.5 3,944 5,462 5,076 4,661
1976 17.69 9.41 13.76 40.86 66.3 68.8 49.1 69.0 187.0 3,891 5,221 5,018 4,577
1977 18.75 12.12 14.99 45.85 67.3 75.5 63.6 76.8 215.9 4,025 5,249 5,124 4,708
1978 19.18 14.41 16.55 50.15 67.0 77.0 75.8 Rg5.8 238.7 4,016 R5,259 R5,187 4,760
1979 20.85 15.25 16.10 52.20 69.2 82.6 80.5 81.7 244.8 R3,963 5,275 R5,075 4,689
1980 32.64 17.33 20.64 70.61 70.8 124.3 R91.5 98.9 314.7 R3,807 R5,278 R4,792 4,456
1981 43.60 20.17 27.79 91.55 69.6 1711 107.8 134.2 413.1 3,925 5,346 4,828 4,512
1982 39.20 18.98 26.22 84.40 68.9 148.8 106.7 122.8 378.3 3,795 R5,621 4,685 4,482
1983 37.12 14.56 24.15 75.84 68.2 136.1 77.6 104.3 318.0 R3,667 R5,325 4,320 4,193
1984 42.61 17.13 25.68 85.41 69.9 R161.8 90.6 R119.0 371.4 R3,797 5,289 4,636 4,348
1985 35.12 14.17 21.06 70.34 70.1 137.3 R75.8 R99.9 313.0 3,911 R5,353 R4,743 4,450
1986 19.10 Rg8.52 R12.68 R40.29 R68.5 76.6 44.7 60.5 181.9 R4,013 R5,255 R4,770 R4,514
1987 16.16 8.06 R11.11 R35.33 R68.5 66.3 42.5 53.4 162.2 4,104 R5,273 R4,803 R4,590
1988 13.64 8.56 10.04 32.23 68.8 58.7 R45.3 52.3 156.4 R4,305 R5,298 R5,211 4,851
1989 10.20 9.54 8.19 27.93 70.7 43.3 49.2 41.9 134.4 4,243 R5,157 R5,123 4,813
1990 12.20 11.04 8.31 R31.56 73.7 54.4 56.2 43.1 153.7 R4,459 R5,091 R5,183 R4,871
1991 11.77 9.53 7.60 R28.89 73.7 54.1 R50.0 R38.9 143.0 4,597 R5,251 R5,121 4,950
1992 8.76 8.21 6.12 23.08 735 43.8 46.1 31.2 121.1 R4,999 R5,619 R5,103 5,247
1993 Rg8.41 10.02 R6.33 R24.75 74.4 42.4 60.1 R32.6 135.1 R5,046 R6,000 R5,150 R5,459
1994 R6.72 9.54 R5.31 R21.57 R75.4 R36.0 59.6 R29.2 R124.8 R5,355 R6,251 R5,502 R5,787
1995E 7.63 R8.35 5.08 R21.06 75.9 R38.2 R51.6 R28.1 R117.8 R5,007 R6,171 R5,535 R5,596
1996E Rg8.31 R9.30 R5.28 R22.90 76.9 R40.6 R58.5 R30.0 R129.0 R4,885 R6,286 R5,672 R5,636
1997E R10.44 R11.33 R5.70 R27.47 79.2 R52.3 R71.1 R33.3 R156.7 R5,009 R6,279 R5,833 R5,704
1998E R7.06 R12.11 R4.91 R24.08 R79.6 R37.1 Rg1.0 R31.5 R149.6 R5,256 R6,693 R6,406 R6,213
1999E 4.80 10.51 3.76 19.08 80.3 24.0 69.8 22.6 116.4 5,004 6,640 6,013 6,105

R=Revised. E=Estimated. Sources: ¢ 1949-1965—Gulf Publishing Company, World Oil, "Forecast-Review" issue.

Notes: e« Service wells, stratigraphic tests, and core tests are excluded. ¢ For 1949-1959, data
represent wells completed in a given year. For 1960-1969, data are for well completion reports received by
the American Petroleum Institute during the reporting year. For 1970 forward, the data represent wells
completed in a given year. See Note 2 at end of section. « Totals may not equal sum of components due
to independent rounding. Average depth may not equal average of components due to independent
rounding.

* 1966-1969—American Petroleum Institute, Quarterly Review of Drilling Statistics for the United States,
annual summaries and monthly reports. e+ 1970-1994—Energy Information Administration (EIA)
computations based on well reports submitted to the American Petroleum Institute. « 1995 forward—EIA
computations based on well reports submitted to the Information Handling Services Energy Group, Inc. For
current data see the EIA, Monthly Energy Review, Section 5.
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